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RE MR. BRYAN AND COLONEL 3 |
ETMORE WILL PURSUE THE MUSCALLONGE,
= d
The Wisconsin Summer Fome of Colonel M. C. Wefmore, Where He s Enferfaining Mr. Bryan and a Parfy of Flis Friends.
WEITTEN FOR THE SUNDAY REPUBLIC. Up into the tress and feel iIn his nostrils {kee. There is a branch line of tha Mil- | with the beauty of the place, and bought | knows he is hooked. He comes back 10| store the strength of this lord of ‘the laks, | ture a statement as to the kind of fubied

™ one of the prettiest spots In all Wls.
ocenain, Colonel M. C. Wetmore of St. Louls
is Just now the host of a party of nearly a
dosen of the best known Democrats in the
United Btates Ths scens of the distin-

gulshed gathering is at Minooqua, In Vilas
Oounty, on the ghores of Laks Kewauke-
shaukea, and the gusst of honor ls Colonel
Wiliam Jennings Bryan. Others of the
party are Benator James K. Jones, chalrman
eof the Democratic National Committee; J.
J. Hogan, a promisent Wisconsin Democrat
who, refusing to support Bryan and the
Chicago piatform In 8% and going instead
%o the support of the Palmer-Buokner ticket,
is now an enthusinstic supporter of Colonel
Bryan. It was expectsd that former Gov-
emor William J, Stons would jo'n the party
within a few days after its arrival at Ml

noogua.

Of those with the partr, or who are ex-
pected to join 1t later, Colonel Bryan is cone
sidered certain to be the prasidential noms
ines of the Democratic Convention at Kage
sas Clty threa weeks hence; Chalrmen
Jones, by virtua of his position at the head
of the Executlve Committes of the party, in
econcededly a valuable coundelor: Mr, Hogan,
as & prominant representative of that see-
tion of the Democratic pamty which four
years ago refused to support Mr. Bryan, but
has now declared for him, Is recognized as
a man whomss suggestions would have a
great daal of weight In an important con-
feremoe; and tha position occupied by Cole-
nel Wetmore and former Governor Stone In
ths party la too well known o neceasitute
a recital

While all of thess gentlemean are promi-
nent In politics, Colonel Wetmore stated,
just before he left, that the trip wan not a
poiftical one in any sense, He declaret that
while most of the gentlemen wera more or
lesa prominent in politics, the trip was one
of plaasure and recreation. He denied the
report, which has been prevalent In the
East, that ths trip was planned for the pur.
poss of discussing and perhaps seftling up-
on the vice presidentinl candidate, In so far
as possihle, and ml4 the party was organ-
ized solely for fshing for muscallongs In
the lzkes about Minocqua.

*“We will discuss politica, of course' sald
Colonal Wetmoree “What party of men
that eould be got together and kept lo-
gether for twenty-four hours would not
discuss politics in a presidential year? But
1 mesure rou that politics will be only an
inoldent. Discussions of it will ba casual;
there will be nothing formal in them. The
purpose of the trip ls far from being a de-
sife to pettle the vice presidential or any
other poittical question. We are pgolng
there to fish and rest, and enjoy ourselves,
and we expéct to put In some ten days in
that way."

The <Colonel logked thoughtfully away,
and continued:

“Who wants to talk polftics when mus-
oallonge are biting? Who wants to pian
a political campalign when he can =pend his
time thinking out & way In which a thir-
ty-pound ‘water Woll’ can be taken? Who
wants to think of the heat and worry and
nolse and exhaustion of a presidential cam-
peign when he can lie on his back and look

tha delightful Wisconsin =air that comes
filtering through the pine forests, rich with
its perfume, and washed and cooled by the

broad, beautiful lakes over which It
passes T
Minocqua, the Scene of the Gather-

ing.

Minocqua, which Is the scene of this gath-
ering of prominant men, 1s Colonel Wet-
more's lodge, In a forest of huge pine trees
on the west shore of Lake Kewaukeshau-

waunkes and St. Paul Rallronad ranning to
within fifty fect of the Colonel's lodge, and
17 feet mway lles the lake, shimmering
blua In the sunshine. Colonel Wetmore
claims the right of un explorer In this sec-

tien. When he first wett there, twelve
years ago, the section was Inhablted only
by lumbermen, Indians and wild anlmals.
A small two-room log cabin was the only
slgn of man anywhere around, and thie was
the home of an okl lumberman and his
family. Colonel Wetmore was impressed
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It. The tract of land thst he got with it
consists of 109 acres, and commands almost
the whole water front of Lake Kewauke-
thaukee, Mr. A. H. Darrow of Chicago
Jolned him In the purchase, and together
they became lords of that part of the great
primaeval forest. For four years the littls
log eabln was made to do duty for the new
owners, and then & Iarger house was bullt.
It s of frame, two stories high, has four-
teen rooms, and was bhullt as an addition to
the little log eabin, which Is left standing,

the surface, with a swish, and springs high
into the alr, ahaking his huge head In an
effort to rid kimself of the goading hook.
Then he dashes away agnin, and the reel
sings a merry tune as the line runs out
after him, Sudidenly the captive turns, and
his sharp fins cutting a fonmy path through
the surface of the water, darts back tow-
ard the boat. Without warning, he dives
agnin, almost to the bottom of the lake,
where he daris this way and that, strug-
gling at the s=tinging thing in his mouth.

as is shown by the accompanying lllustra- | When these tactics fall, hp shoots back to

tion., Then a boat houss was bullt st (he
edge of the Ilake, and a flag pole, to which

the surface flecing with the spesad of an
express train and turning with soch rapid-

was attached the SBtars and Stripes was | Ity that it must be an aglle and a strong-
erected off to the left; and Cnlonel Wet- | armel angier who can hold him. For an

more's Jlodpe was complete. Since then he !

has been making yearly visits to the plice,

| Mr. Darrow also bullt a lodge nearhy,

It Is doubtful If there are more delightful

| fishing grounds anywhere in the world than

in the lake-dotted reglona of Wisconsin.
There are a thousand or more of these
lakes, great and small, each of them
hemmed In by huge pine trees that riso
nimost from the water's edas. . 8. Thomp-
son, writing in Outing for June, thus de-
scribes a lake that 1s very much like Keo-
waunkeshaukes:

“The shorea rise with a gentle slops to
a more than usual helght, and are mantled
with eonifers of extra grace and symmetry.
The crowns of the plnes form a canopy.
through the feathery arches of which thae
summer sunbeams glint on the trembiing
needles, gild the stately columns and fick-
er on the fern-covered ground. In every dl-
rection stretch leafy tunnels of sofy green
light, affording an acreptable rest to the
eye of the angler weary of the ahlimmer of
the sun-siricken waters. A wmilvery beck,
fresh from forest sireams, murmurs a Il
laby as it forces its way by moss-grown
rocks and over decayed vegetation. Pouring
forth in rapid descent, It buffers the lake,
pushing fts waters back for a space. and,
merging into the body beautiful, leaves
only a few scaliered flakes to tell tha
story.” .

The Art of Fishing for Muscallon,

It Is an ideal throne for the Summer
Queen—and the fishing ia something grand.
There are all kinds of fish In the lakes, but
only one kind—the muscalionge, nicknamed
the "water wolf,” becausa of its habit of
devouring every other fish that comes its
way—is the one mont soughi. When one
does not feel like calling this kine of fresh
water fish by elther 1ta full name or !ts
compound nicknsme, he calls It a “musk”

hour he darts and dives, plunges and turns,
hiz angry tail beating the water into foam,
as he shoots across the surface or leaps
into the alr. Then his strength falls. and he
allows himsell to be drawn toward the
bont. Hut the angler must be careful. Per-
haps a moment of nonresisiance may re-

and ers he can be drawn to the met he Is
darting away agaln. Woe to the line that
it too taut; or the reel that does not run;
for the muscsllonge will snap It as though
It were but a thread of cotton and escape—
to atarve to death, perhaps, but never to
seize a hook again, If all s well with the
fisherman and his tackle, however, and the
fish i= tired out, it !s but the work of an in-
stant to shoot him or gig him, and then
lift him into the canoe It would never do
to try to land hilm in a net, for there Ia
rot n hand net made that a “lunge™ can't
render useleas with a switch of his tall, It
Is quite a trick to catch a good gnme mius-
callonge, and It s a hardened sportsman
who will not care for a rest a® soon as he
has landed one.

Colonel Bryan’s Chance to Show His
Angling Skill
It is this kind of fishing that Colomel

Hryan amnd his fellow guests are looking
forward to. Colonel Wetmore will not ven-

man Colonel Bryan ia, ‘when it cpines.
muscallonge, but he states that the
will never have a better chance to show
skill in that art. As to his own abilities
a ‘longe fisherman, Colonel Wetmore
modestly dumb, ;
Minocqua ls not removed from etvillsation
now. There s a telegraph station within &
store’s throw of the lodge, and M
connect it with its fellow-settlements. Thel
lodgs 13 a comfortable place, as well as o'
plcturesque one. If the fshing In
Hewaukeshnukes ahould happen not to be
that is desired—a contingency which
Wetmore had not the lesst fear of—therd
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reached. Among them are Big i -

Squaw and Trout, which ware never
to fall the fisherman. I ls com
easy to get from one of these lakes to

other now, as there are conveniences in thil

way of wagons and horses to pull
But when Colonel Wetmore and Mr.
row first began golng to

there were none of these conveniences,

‘they wanted to change lakes, they had

drag their cances out, shoulder them,
tramp the distance. There is game
abundance in this region, but Colonel
more's party does not expect to do
hunting. It i» not the season for good gamg .
there; and, besides, there is plenty dH
to be had In trolling for muscallonge. ]
Minocqua is some 3% miles northeast
Chicago, and the trip consumes & night
a _good part of a day, for traine do

; make Empire Express time through the

woods up there, and they do much stope
ping at resorts at this season. Colonel Waebe
more left herd Tuesday evening, accompa=
nled. by Miss Ruth Bryan and Miss Hasel
Thompson, the latter of St Louls, and
Jolned at Chicago by Colonel and M=
an and their children, AMr. Justin
Wetmore and family and others of the
ty. Mr. and Mrs. Darrow, with Mra, :: &

day. It is expected that the party will re-
maln at Minocqua about ten days.
—

Aan Egyptian Stern Wheeler. # #
From Chambers's Journal,

An wn; stern wheeler In bullt to
float aver the shoals and rapida of the Nlla,
There is no going down long slippery irom

cultural Implement than a steamship. The

reason for this ls that, although nearly ‘s
hundred feet long, she oanly draws about

one fool nine Inches of water, consequently,
she hus no downstiairs. Probably thoss en=



